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1.0 Overview  
 

One of the key features of TMVGate is the fact that users do not have to install any client software or 

ODBC drivers on their workstation.  

However, if you prefer to use an ODBC driver instead of the current TMVGate URL-based query, you 

may implement third party Rest API ODBC Driver solutions.  

Two such solutions available in the market are: 

ZappySys: https://zappysys.com/products/odbc-powerpack/ 

CData: https://www.cdata.com/drivers/csv/ 

 

This technical document aims to provide a general guide on how users can configure the ZappySys CSV 

ODBC Driver with TMVGate to enable an ODBC-based data source with Power BI and Tableau. The 

approach will be similar to all other BI Tools.  

Please direct all queries to the respective ODBC Driver solution providers. 

  

https://zappysys.com/products/odbc-powerpack/
https://www.cdata.com/drivers/csv/
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2.0 Defining ZappySys CSV ODBC Driver DSN 
 

To configure the ZappySys CSV ODBC Driver DSN, follow these steps:  

➢ Start up ODBC Data Source Administrator Tools 

 

 
 

 

➢ Select System DSN or File DSN tab. Click “Add” to add a new Data Source DSN.  

Select ZappySys CSV Driver. 
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➢ ZappySys CSV Driver Configuration screen will launch. You can enter your desired data 

source name as highlighted.  
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➢ Copy the TMVGate URL generated from the URL Generator and paste it in the box labelled 

“Enter UR OR File Path…..”.  

 

 
 

➢ Specify the parameter for Column Delimiter. In this example, we are using PSV format.  

Check “First row has column headers”. 
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➢ You can specify Advanced HTTP options such as timeout. 
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➢ Click on the “Preview” tab followed by “Preview Data”. You should be able to view the data 

returned from TMVGate. Click “OK” to save the ODBC DSN definition. 

 

 
 

You are now ready to utilize the ODBC DSN definition in the BI Tool of your choice. 
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3.0 Using ZappySys CSV ODBC Driver DSN with Tableau 
 

To configure Tableau using the ZappySys CSV ODBC Driver DSN, follow the steps below:  

 

➢ Select Other Databases (ODBC) from Tableau.  

 

Select the refined ZappySys ODBC DSN.  

 

Click “Connect”, followed by “Sign In” (when the button turns Orange) 
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➢ Notice that the Connection has been added.  

 

 

 

➢ Click on the Search Icon beside the Enter Table Name input box, and the table name 

_root_(Data_root_) will appear. 
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➢ Double-click on the table _root_(Data_root_).  All the data fields extracted via TMVGate will 

be exposed.  
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➢ You can now click on “Worksheet” to start working with your report.  
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If you want full control over TMVGate URL within Tableau instead of what’s defined in the ZappySys 

CSV ODBC Driver DSN, follow the steps listed:  

 

➢ Open the ZappySys ODBC DSN definition via the ODBC Data Source Administrator Tools. 

Click on the “Preview” tab followed by “Query Builder”. Notice the SQL statement 

generated. Copy the SQL to the Clipboard.  
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➢ In Tableau, proceed with ODBC connection until you reach the step where you use the 

search function to identify the table.  Double-click on “New Custom SQL”. 

 

 
 

➢ In the “Edit Custom SQL” form, paste the copied SQL statement. Notice that the TMVGate 

URL is exposed (you can modify the URL based on your requirement). 
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➢ Click “Preview Result” to view the data from TMVGate based on the specific URL defined. 
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➢ Click “OK” to save the Custom SQL definition. Note that you can edit the statement when 

required. You can now proceed to the Worksheet with the report. 

 

 
 

 

➢ You can always Edit the Custom SQL Query when required. 
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4.0 Using ZappySys CSV ODBC Driver DSN with Power BI 
 
To configure Power BI using the ZappySys CSV ODBC Driver DSN, follow these steps:  

 

➢ Select ODBC from Power BI.  
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➢ Select the refined ZappySys ODBC DSN. Select Advanced Options.  

 

 

 

➢ Copy the ZappySys ODBC DSN SQL statement copied from Query Builder. You can reference 

the section above on Tableau full control of TMVGate URL. The steps are fundamentally the 

same. Notice that the TMVGate URL is exposed (you can modify the URL based on your 

requirement). 
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➢ Click “OK” to save the definition. You may be prompted to input your credentials. Select 

Default or Custom. Click “Connect” to proceed. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Technical Note: TA2019006  
 

ITLink Business Solutions (S) Pte Ltd © 2019  Page 19 of 19 

 

 

 

➢ A preview of data from TMVGate will be displayed. Click ‘Load” to complete the definition. 

You can now proceed with the report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


